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Why did we need a One Page Competition?

Born out of COVID and a desire to keep BTA
members ‘together’.

Competitions bring people together, but had to
be a virtual (i.e. on-line) competition as

1-2-1 meetings not allowed



Why do we continue with the competition?

* We need more fun in competitions

* We need to bring philatelists together

* To encourage overseas members

* To encourage those that do not normally compete
* To encourage non-members to take part



Scope

We are a ‘thematic’ association; hence our interest is in Thematic,
Open Philately and Picture Postcards (the Pictorial philatelic classes)



Overall Aim

I
We took the KISS approach

Keep it simple, stupid



Original Concepts

The one-page exhibit is

not designed to be a stepping stone to
a one-frame exhibit.



Original Concepts

Needed a scoring system and subsequent ‘level’ achieved that
did not mimic National and International exhibiting.

No Gold, Vermeil, Silver, Bronze awards

No marking based upon FIP guidelines



The Main Rules of the one-page competition

* On A4 or A3 paper
* In English
* The exhibit must have a title

* The exhibit must have an introduction

* The exhibit must tell a story



The Main Rules of the one-page competition

* The presentation must be good
* The items shown must be full size

* The exhibit must have a variety of philatelic material from a
variety of countries

* The quality of the material must be the best possible



Philatelic Classes

* Thematic — Nature
* Thematic - Science and Technology

* Thematic — Culture
* Open Philately
* Picture Postcards
* Youth
* Topical
Each Class will have a winner.



Four Award categories

The four categories are:

* Diamond — all the elements listed in the rules are present
* Ruby — all or most of the required elements present

* Emerald — some of the elements required are present

* Opal — few or none of the required elements are present



An Example of a One-page entry

The World's Capltul The United Nations Headquarters
The story of the development of the United Nations (UN) headquarters is fascinating. We will
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Why those Award titles?

* By using precious stones, we avoid confusion with National
and International awards

* We reduce expectations that a good mark in a one-page
competition can translate into a good mark in a one-frame
exhibit



xamples of One-page entries

PILLAR BOX PERSECUTION!

INTRODUCTION: British pillar boxes have been subjected
to criminal acts by people ‘posting’ explosive and dangerous
items, damaging the letters inside and/or causing harm to
property and major injuries to the public if the box shatters.
1. SUFFRAGETTES...threw bombs, acid and ink

into pillar box apertures across the country from

1912-14, as part of the ‘Votes for W ' ¢

PLAN: Running through the
entry, numbered section
headings are in bold.
Descriptions are in ifalics.

| S

2. ‘ER’ NOT ‘EnR’..was coined by
protesters in Scotland, who blew up
a pillar box in 1953 because it had an
‘ENR’ cipher. They argued that the
new queen was the second Elizabeth
of England, but the first of Scotland.

3. THE PROVISIONAL IRA...
placed timed devices inside
five pillar boxes in the
centre of London in
1974. The blasts

propaganda label

4. ANTI-SOCIAL ARSON... |

early 1980s. The number of |
pillar box fires led the Post |
Office to obtain handstamps |
“BEG PARDON-I THOUGHT YOU WERE A LETTERBOX!? to apply to affected mail. The |
“London Opinion’
postcard No.5033,
artist: Alfred Leete.

..fireworks were
also dropped into
pillar boxes,
usually around
Bonfire Night.

Cover salvaged from a pillar box fire in Warrington. ﬂmrisdsowmdmage,ﬁmvdmrl}tﬁmwkwt.



Consequences for judging

* You must remember that you are NOT standing in front of a
frame discussing the markings; you are sitting alone in front
of a PC

* You may be marking over 100 entries!

* The four-award level approach means that it is easier to
agree the markings on a Zoom-like call with other judges

* BUT as we had to determine a winner in each class we point
scored all Diamond-level entries



Point scoring

* The story 40
* Presentation 15

Non-thematic information 15
* Quality of material 10
* Variety of material 10

e Title and introduction 10



Results so far

* We have had three virtual competitions: January 2021, 2022
and 2023

* We have had entries from Belgium, Morocco, Australia, Italy,
Bahrain, France, Canada, New Zealand, India, USA and the
UK

° In 2021 we had 25 entries from seven countries
° In 2022 we had 108 entries from eleven countries

° In 2023 we had 36 entries from seven countries



An Example of a One-page entry

Sir Arthur Reith
Perpetrator or Victim?

In December 1012, the Geclogieal Socsty of London wa
unusual rensains found by Charles Dawson (2864-
1916} in & roadsade gravel pat at Darkbam Manor in 1908
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Debate within clergy and sclemtific circles raged, somse
suggesting remains were victimes of the Flood or wild men.

After discovesy of Neanderthal, European soentists
searched feverishly for more exanples of fossil man
and Piviown seemed to fit im as 2 transitional form.
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wans believed 10 be the Mising Link’,
older and more prestigiows tham
Germany's Neanderthal Analysss
of this new discovery shook the

international natural lustory world. Keith named the
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find Foantiregess awront (Dawson's dawn-man

More than forty years later these ancient
Tossdl remading’ were exposed 36 a hoax!

fraguownts of & overhy thick husaa skull, an
orasgutan jaw and a chanpanzee tooth.

Arthr Keath s oftens named 23 the person most
capable of preparing fakes Far from proven,
be may have been duped by Dawson or his ovm
b techoiciam. Martin Minton. The maystery
remains as to “Who reaily done it?*




What Prizes do we give?

* All Youth entrants get one year's free membership of the
BTA with electronic access to Themescene

* Overall winner, existing BTA member, gets one year's free
membership of the BTA with print access to Themescene.

* Overall winner, non-BTA member, gets one year's free
membership of the BTA with electronic access to
Themescene.



What Prizes do we give?

* For the above, the electronic access is via our website - we
supply them with username and password.

* All entrants get an electronic version of the Themescene
iIssue containing a report on the competition. This is emailed
to them as a pdf.



The way forward

* We have decided to make this competition a biennial event
* The next competition will be open this Autumn, with a

31 January 2025 closing date
* And we look forward to receiving your entry!
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